MAKING A SUBMISSION TO THE NSW PLANNING SYSTEM REVIEW 2012
All that you need to say can be set out in a simple letter sent to: 

Director General

Attention: Submission Codes SEPP Amendments
Department of Planning and Infrastructure
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Or by email to: codes@planning.nsw.gov.au
GUIDELINES

Use plain language. Be polite.
The submission should be concise, to the point. Avoid elaborately constructed sentences and paragraphs with multiple clauses.
1/ Open with a statement on the purpose of the submission. Like this, for example:

Purpose: 
That radio masts, antennas or aerials for amateur radio use be classified as development without approval.
2/ Then go on to explain amateur radio in straightforward terms. Use some or all of the following points:
Amateur radio is a radio communications hobby enjoyed by some 6000 enthusiasts across NSW. There are approximately 15,000 radio amateurs total throughout Australia, and more than two million worldwide.

Radio amateurs are licensed by the Australian Communications and Media Authority under the Radiocommunications Act 1992.

Amateur radio is a hobby that can be conducted as an activity ancillary to domestic habitation.
Amateur radio operators provide radio communications support to the community during emergencies, to non-government organisations and for community events.

3/ Follow with a simple, concise explanation of the present situation that hinders the radio amateur’s pursuit of their hobby. For example:

State Environmental Planning Policy 2008 does not cover amateur radio antenna masts.

Council regulation of radio masts, antennas or aerials is not uniform across councils in NSW.

Some council Development Control Plans specify heights and locations for radio masts that are exempt from planning permits, but these are generally very restrictive, especially when compared to exempt development regulations applying in other states.

Development Control Plans of some councils require formal applications and permits for radio masts, which means unnecessary time and expense for the radio amateur where their requirements could be met under a reasonable exempt development specification.

4/ You might make the following points about existing exempt development:

Specified exempt developments save work for local councils from processing minor development applications.

NSW has already embraced a wide range of exempt developments, including aviaries, decks, carports, flagpoles, garden sheds and pergolas.

5/ Set out the terms for exempt development that would reasonably meet radio amateurs’ requirements for radio masts, antennas or aerials. The WIA suggests the following:

A ground mounted antenna mast of up to ten metres (10m) height be exempt from a planning or building permit, or if attached to a building, that the mast can extend up to five metres (5m) above the highest roof line without requiring a permit. 

Above ten metres (10m), masts of up to fifteen metres (15m) should only require a simplified permit (complying development), based on given standards (eg. AS1170).

6/ It would strengthen our case to refer in the submission to the South Australian Development Regulations 2008. Under Schedule 3, which covers “acts and activities which are not development”, Section 12 sets out the exemption for “a person who holds an amateur licence under the Radiocommunications Act 1992 of the Commonwealth, 10 metres.”

The regulations are available online at: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/num_reg/dr2008233o2008296/sch3.html
The relevant extract is posted on the WIA website, here: www.wia.org.au/newsevents/news/2011/20111008-40/index.php
If you wish to include the whole reference, make it an appendix, referenced in your submission.

CAUTION. Do NOT include: 
· Amateur radio jargon.

· Complaints about a local council.

· Reference to EMI or EMR.

These sorts of issues are irrelevant to the purpose of the submission.

Get cracking. Good luck to all.
73, Roger Harrison VK2ZRH
